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Statement on Changing and Showering Facilities
Edgewood Academy
Edgewood Academy is committed to meeting the requirements of the Independent School Standards Regulations, including ensuring that its premises are suitable for the activities that take place and support pupils’ welfare, health, and safety.
The Academy does not have on‑site shower or dedicated changing room facilities. This does not render the premises non‑compliant with the Independent School Standards, as the suitability of premises is assessed in relation to the curriculum and activities delivered.
Curriculum‑Led Justification
At Edgewood Academy:
· The physical education curriculum does not include weekly high‑intensity physical activities that would necessitate on‑site showering facilities.
· PE activities are planned and structured to avoid the requirement for pupils to shower during the school day.
· Pupils are expected to arrive suitably dressed for PE or to change using agreed alternative arrangements.
· Where necessary, pupils may change before or after school at home.
Alternative Changing Arrangements
When pupils are required to change clothing for PE or physical activities, the Academy ensures that:
· Changing takes place in appropriate alternative spaces such as classrooms, with the use of portable screens or curtained areas where required.
· Changing is managed in small, appropriately grouped cohorts (for example, by gender and age where appropriate).
· Arrangements protect pupils’ privacy, dignity, and wellbeing at all times.
Safeguarding, Supervision, and Risk Assessment
The Academy maintains written risk assessments that clearly set out:
· How changing arrangements are managed safely without fixed facilities.
· How pupil privacy and dignity are preserved.
· How staff supervision is balanced appropriately with safeguarding requirements.
· How risks such as bullying or inappropriate behaviour are mitigated.
All staff involved in supervising changing arrangements are appropriately trained and aware of safeguarding expectations.
High‑Intensity Physical Activity
Edgewood Academy does not participate in weekly high‑intensity physical activity sessions on site.
On the rare occasions where higher‑intensity physical activity is appropriate, these activities will take place at Fenton Manor, an external venue that provides suitable changing and showering facilities.
In such cases:
· A venue‑specific risk assessment will be completed.
· Appropriate safeguarding, supervision, and due diligence checks will be undertaken.
· Staff will ensure that pupils’ welfare, safety, and dignity are fully protected.
Swimming Provision
Swimming activities are delivered through an external provider. The provider supplies appropriate:
· Changing facilities
· Showering facilities
The Academy undertakes and maintains due diligence checks on the provider, including safeguarding procedures, risk assessments, and supervision arrangements, to ensure full compliance with pupil welfare and safety requirements.
Conclusion
Edgewood Academy is satisfied that, in light of its curriculum and risk‑assessed arrangements, the absence of on‑site showering and dedicated changing facilities does not compromise compliance with the Independent School Standards. The premises are considered safe, fit for purpose, and appropriate for the educational activities provided.
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